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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of 



Anthony F. istvan etal. 



Confirmation No. 8903 



Application No. 09/877,696 
Filed: June 8. 2001 

For SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR 
ACCESSING INTERACTIVE 
CONTENT VIA SYNTHETIC 
CHANNELS 

Group Art Unit: 2611 

Examiner Andrew Y. Koenig 

Date: April 26, 2006 

DECLARATION OF HIROHISA TACHlBAlMA UNDER 37 CFR 6 1.131 
I, Hirohisa Tachibana, hereby declare that: 

1. At all times relevant to this Declaration, I was General Counsel of Digeo, 
Inc., assignee in the above-identified application. 

2. On August 21, 2000, I received an e-mail from Anthony Istvan, one of the 
named inventors, detailing an invention for Including synthetic channels in an electronic 
program guide f Invention Disclosure"). A copy of the Invention Disclosure is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. 

3. I forwarded a copy of the Invention Disclosure to outside counsel by 
e-mail on August 24, 2000. 
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4, Outside counsel was instructed to prepare each assigned .application, 
including the above-identified application, as expeditiously as possible. 

5. Outside counsel was not instructed assign a higher or lower priority to the 



6. On information and belief, the present application was not treated any 
differently from other assigned applications. 



August 21, 2000 and June 8, 2001. A copy Qf the assignee's docket report from the 
relevant period is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

8. The approximately 9 % month delay in filing between August 21 , 2000 and 
June 8, 2001 was attributable the backlog of the 112 other cases to be filed by the 
assignee. 

9. I declare that those statements made of my own knowledge are true, and 
that all statements made on information or belief are believed to be true. This 
declaration is being made knowing that willful false statements and the like are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both (18 ILS.C. § 1001) and may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 



above-identified application than other assigned applications. 



1, 



A total of 112 applications were filed through outside counsel between 





2 
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, *-age * 



From: 
To:"" ~ 
Date: 
Subject 



"JarrtBs K Okamoto" <Jkokamoto@townsendcom> 
Thu, Aug 24, 2000 3:3BPM 
FW: More Patents 



"Hiro Tachtoana w _^ilfi p@digB O > corn> ... 



James, can you give mo a cafl7_Hiro. .... 

——Original Message— ~ 
From: Tony Istvan [maiJto:tony@dJgeo.comJ 
Sontr Monday, August 21, 2000 833 AM 
To; Steve^Young;HlroTBchlb^ 
Subject: More Patents 

Here are some more patent Ideas. Please assign the necessary legal 
resources. The first two ere related, but I wanted to separate the one with 
specific EPG usage out since it wW no doubt be challenged by TV 
Guide/Gemstar at some point _ 

Thanks ' -A-', ._ '-^ 



Real Time Synchronization of Computer and Television 



Anthony Istvan 

As we move forward with ourvarfous product nnes.we.wai end up with a 
single user expe rience and Identity that spans multiple display devices 
(thick client STB, thin client STB, PC, web pad, eel phones, palm plots, 
etc..). There wll be the capability for a single user to be actively us*ig 
multiple devices concurrently. In such an environment, It makes sense* to 
allow the user to choose the device that is best suited for the content and 
circumstance. Ttiere is also the possibility that en indicator may occur on - 
one device, and the user would prefer to respond to the indicator on a 
different device* The devices can incfude PGs/cefr phones, hand held 
computers, pagers, eta Basically, anything that can communicate with a 
server. 

For example, an ATVEF bigger may be embedded in the broadcast stream. The 
-triggerslgnals abuylng opportunity on the television display by means of 
an on screen (con. The user may have a laptop computer they are currently 
using to read email. They then use the laptop to pursue the buytog 
opportunity instead of clobbering! the television display, which Is being 
viewed by others at the same Urne. It also allows the user to use a device 
with b better display for the type of content being accessed. 
In order to facilitate such cooperation, we must rely on the client server 
architecture that is being created to support the STB, The server must be 
the mediator of communication between the various diehts. The clients can 
use only a web browser that polls the server periodically, or we can have 
resident applications on the clients that can receive signaling events from 
the server. Once the event is handed off to the second device the first 
device Is no longer needed. * 
It is also possible for two or more viewers In the same room to pursue the 
same signal without interfering with each other. The important aspect m 
that shared device (the STB end television display) makes the event known to 
the server, and that the server can send the event to one or more clients 



Tony 
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"Hie event gan ba pushed or pulled. 
• Setting E^tsW/ frfB utiigffiff? 
Anthony Istvan 

programs and programming a digital video recort«- fn^\ t^T^ ► W ^ 

rave access to the network on which the STB resides 

For example, a user Is at the office. They reafize that tnev ari» nr,™ »„• 

opton. The record event O transmitted throwh lr«n^^f^^l^SSl. 
contains DVR toncHonalfry. As a result, 2?Se5S So^^rSSJ 91 
and « waiting for ^ user ^ ^ ^ gXneT^ me °' tled 
If there Is only one STB In the hdusi that c^tatnsthe DVR f.-rw*™,-,,^ 
or a separate DVR device all together th enoft«STfc ™ 2?%^*' 
set the DVR event.' otner STBs could also be used to 

Using an EPS to Manage S ynthetic Channels 

Anthony Istvan " 
JimBlUmaJer 
Robert NovaJc 

Sines the user Js used to this chamJ \rr^^Z -J ^ y la,evipstan ^annels. 
^e taphorwhen e^tSSE E5t£ ^^ncfSa 

channels can canSL^ ^SS^^ , 

channels. Thesystem channels is wh^LT^*?^^™* oontant 
environment ^nc^^ann^Se^^T^^ ST ^ 
on behalf of the user (email, calendar. pnXl£^JS^^ l U J a, ™ 
?Z , „ e i are - In . fDrmati0nal (news. weaSe?; s S^ c T^ 

^^^^ 

compose apanJcular channel to be accesSS for every page that 



31 



fnn f7h 
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